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Gospel of Mark: Deciphering Meanings of Jesus’ Words

In your group, try to identify what Jesus’ meaning is in the following expressions taken from the Gospel of Mark. The statement in question is listed, but you should look at the entire story (given in the passages in parenthesis) for the context. After you have given a brief description of the meaning, provide a modern day example, story, or quote that adequately describes what Jesus is teaching about. 

1. "Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick  do. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners." (Mark 2:14-17)
2. "Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.  But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that day.” (Mark 2:18-20)

3. “No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak. If he does, its fullness pulls away, the new from the old, and the tear gets worse. Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the skins are ruined. Rather, new wine is poured into fresh wineskins." (Mark 2:21-22)

4. "The sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath.” (Mark 2:23-28)

5. He said, "To what shall we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable can we use for it? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky can dwell in its shade." (Mark 4:30-32)

6. He said, "This is how it is with the kingdom of God; it is as if a man were to scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise night and day and the seed would sprout and grow, he knows not how.” (Mark 4:26-29)

